and statesmanship and in its turn HUNG Lou
MENG is the document of family life and human
love.

The history of the SAN Kuo or THREE KING-
DOMS shows the same architectural structure and
the same doubtful authorship as SHUI Hu. The
story begins with three friends swearing eternal
brotherhood in the Han dynasty and ends
ninety-seven years later in the succeeding period
of the Six Dynasties. It is a novel rewritten in
its final form by a man named Lo Kuan Chung,
thought to be a pupil of Shih Nai-an, and one
who perhaps even shared with Shih Nai-an in
the writing, too, of SHUI Hu CHUAN. But this
is a Chinese Bacon-and-Shakespeare controversy
which has no end.

Lo Kuan Chung was born in the late Yuan
dynasty and lived on into the Ming. He wrote
many dramas but he is more famous for his
novels, of which SAN Kuo is easily the best.
The version of this novel now most commonly
used in China is the one revised in the tune of
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